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The proposed legislation may result in a decrease in state general fund expenditures since the amount of “good time” an
offender earns while incarcerated would increase from 35 days for 30 days served to 45 days for 30 days served.  The exact
fiscal impact is indeterminable since it is not known how many defendants will be convicted and admitted to Department of
Corrections custody and the imposed sentence length of the offender.  A savings will be recognized by the state for each day
an offender who earned good time and is released under parole supervision.  The state will recognize a savings of $21.86 
($24.39 per day - $2.53 parole supervision per day) per offender per day in a local facility and $53.25 ($55.78 per day -
2.53 parole supervision per day) per offender per day in a state facility.  Currently, the Department of Corrections houses
50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.

Currently, an offender who earns “good time” while incarcerated, earns 35 days for 30 days served.  To the extent an 
offender is sentenced to 65 days, an offender would serve 30 days before being released (65 day sentence = 30 days served
+ 35 days good time earned), which is a rate of 0.4615 for time served (30 days served / 65 day sentence = 0.4615).  This
proposed legislation provides that an offender that earns “good time” while incarcerated earns 45 days for 30 days served.
To the extent an offender is sentenced to 75 days, an offender would serve 30 days before being released (75 day sentence
= 30 days served + 45 days good time earned), which is a rate of 0.40 for time served (30 days served / 75 day sentence =
0.40).

According to the Department of Corrections there were a total of 13,340 offenders admitted for property, drug, and other
crimes.  The department indicated that on average 90% (12,007) of the admissions would be eligible for “good time”.  Of the
12,007 offenders admitted that would be eligible, there were 5,321 admissions for property crimes with an average imposed
sentence of 54.4 months, 5,305 admissions for drug crimes with an average imposed sentence of 47.9 months, and 1,381
admissions for other crimes with an average imposed sentence of 50.8 months.

To the extent an offender, admitted for a property crime, would earn “good time” at the current rate, the offender would
serve 25.1 months of the 54.4 month imposed sentence (54.4 months x 0.4615 rate).                    (Continued on Page 2)

Proposed legislation amends present law regarding credit for prior custody to include as follows: a defendant shall receive 
credit only for time in actual custody once during any calendar month when consecutive sentences are imposed, no
defendant shall receive credit for any time served prior to the commission of the crime, a defendant shall not receive credit
for time served under home incarceration, and a defendant shall not receive overlapping jail credit, except in the instance of
concurrent sentences and then only for time spent in jail on the instant felony.  Proposed legislation provides that when a
sheriff's post-sentence statement is required, the clerk of court include in the accompanying documents a copy of the
Uniform Sentencing Commitment Order in the format authorized by the La. Supreme Court which include the name and
address of those who participated in the sentencing trial.   Proposed legislation amends the rate of good time from 35 days for
30 days served to 1.5 days for every one day in actual custody.  Proposed legislation provides that the diminution of
sentence rate only apply to those persons sentenced on or after Aug. 15, 2011.

The proposed legislation may result in an increase in self-generated revenue.  Each offender that is released on parole would
be required to pay the monthly parole fee of $53, or $636 per year.  Currently, Probation and Parole collects 50% of parole
fees.
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Based on this legislation, the offender would serve 21.8 months (54.4 months x 0.40 rate), a difference of 3.3 months (25.1
months - 21.8 months).  The reduction in time served could result in a savings of $2,164 per offender per sentence (3.3
months x 30 days x $21.86 per day).

To the extent an offender, admitted for a drug crime, would earn “good time” at the current rate, the offender would serve
22.1 months of the 47.9 month imposed sentence (47.9 months x 0.4615 rate).  In this bill, the offender would serve 19.2
months (47.9 months x 0.40 rate), a difference of 2.9 months (22.1 months - 19.2 months).  The reduction in time served
could result in a savings of $1,902 per offender per sentence (2.9 months x 30 days x $21.86 per day).

To the extent an offender, admitted for an other crime, would earn “good time” at the current rate, the offender would serve
23.4 months of the 50.8 month imposed sentence (50.8 months x 0.4615 rate).  In this bill, the offender would serve 20.3
months (50.8 months x 0.40 rate), a difference of 3.1 months (23.4 months - 20.3 months).  The reduction in time served
could result in a savings of $2,033 per offender per sentence (3.1 months x 30 days x $21.86 per day).

It should be noted that the savings indicated above are estimates and may be negated by back-filling beds and recidivism.
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